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What is a ôSymbolicõ Portrait?

ÅPortrait - a representation 
of a person or group or 
animal on a 2 or 3D 
medium that typically also 
shows some aspect 
symbolic of the true subject. 

ÅCarl Jung, Man & His 
SymbolsòThe unconscious 
is no mere repository of the 
past but it is full of germs of 
future psychic situations & 
ideas.ó

ÅA symbolic portrait may 
give a glimpse of the ôselfõ 
and ôthe shadow.õ



Symbols Change Over Time

ÅWhat are some common 

cultural symbols?

ÅConsider Rene Magritteõs 

òbowler hat.ó

ÅWhat did the bowler hat 

suggest to this painter?  

How did the symbol of the 

bowler hat change over the 

20th century?





Proximity Creates New Meanings





Sketchbook Exercise #3

Å:  Brainstorm three great visual symbols that represent your culture 
dead on, then sketch them here!
ÅExamples: Chickstacheééééééé.pianoéééééééGeorge W. 

Bush holding a baby rattle.
Å_____________________________________

___________________________________
Å
Å_____________________________________

_______________________________
Å



Archetypal characters

Å The Syzygy("Divine Couple

Å The Child, e.g. Linus van Pelt

Å The Übermensch("Superman", 
the Omnipotent) e.g. Magneto, 
Iago, Supermanhimself 

Å The Hero, e.g. Siegfried, Batman, 
Beowulf, Doc Savage, Luke 
Skywalkerand The Matrix's Neo. 

Å The Great Mother, either good or 
terrible, e.g. Devi (MahaDevi), 
the Great Goddess, Glindathe 
Good Witch of the North 

Å The Wise old man, e.g. Merlin, 
Obi-Wan Kenobi, Gandalf, Albus 
Dumbledore, Mazer Rackham
and Mr. Miyagi

Å The Tricksteror Ape, e.g. 
Reynard, Robin Goodfellow, Br'er 
Rabbit, Bart Simpson, Bugs 
Bunny

The Puer Aeternus (Latin for "eternal 

boy"), e.g. Peter Pan

The Cosmic Man, e.g. Adam, Pangu, 

Gayomart
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Why are Symbolic Portraits Important 

in Art & Journalism?
ÅThey reveal the inner 

texture of the soul and 
unconscious mind, or 
òshadow,ó which is 
sometimes disagreeable to 
the conscious mind.

ÅThey allow readers and 
viewers to connect with 
something deeper than the 
surface, or personawe 
normally project.

ÅSubject and object connect 
on some archetypal level. 

ÅResult? Strong sense of 
empathy created. 



Are these symbolic portraits?



Symbolic portraits from China ðor 

propaganda?








